
Wednesday, Aug. 15: Loudspeakers &  
 the “B Chain”
Thursday, Sept. 13: TBD/Broadcast  
 Clinic Planning
Wednesday, Oct. 10: Broadcast   
 Clinic/History of WHA Radio
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Thursday, July 17
Addressing the New World of 

DTV Multichannel Audio
   Steve Strassberg, Strassberg Associates, the 

distributor and spokesman for the Linear Acoustic 
company, will present an informative program 
on DTV audio. It has been over 10 years since 

ATSC officially published the standards describing 
the audio system for digital television. With the 
end of analog over-the-air rapidly approaching, 
how is audio today? Many would agree that it is 
far less consistent and far more prone to level and 

image shifts than ever before. Seemingly every 
network handles the audio side of DTV in a dif-
ferent manner, the results audibly amplify these 
differences. Consumers are now presented with 
a large number of audio sources, none of which 
seem to be consistent either within the source or 

between sources. So what is broken? Is it emission, 
distribution, contribution, production or a fatal 
combination of several? Metadata was designed 

to prevent this mess, but is it being effectively 
used? Perhaps it is being abused or ignored? What 

is the solution? Join us for an engaging discus-
sion of the standards, tools and techniques that 

are being refined to solve some of these issues and 
what can be done about the remaining problems.

Dutch Treat Dinner 5:30 p.m. 
Perkins, 1410 Damon Road, Madison 

(no reservation - just gather together)

Meeting and Program at 7 p.m. 
Wisconsin Public Broadcasting 

Center, 3319 W. Beltline Hwy, Madison

Amateur Radio News ............ 3
FCC Meeting  ........................ 4
From the Chair ...................... 5
WisconsinEye ........................ 6

all-new From the Chair column • see page 5

be  eco-friend ly

g o  d u m p s t e r  d i v i n g
 WISC-TV is cleaning out its storage building. In an effort 
to keep excess material out of the landfill, WISC is inviting 
you to attend a dumpster diving party on Saturday, July 21 
from 1 to 4 p.m. All items are free, as is and must be removed 
by the end of the day. Manuals and extender cards will be 
available for most items.
 You’ll find an eclectic assortment of audio, video, 
computer and RF gear, along with racks and various cable 
scrap. The collected material will be on display inside the Old 
Transmitter Building at the south edge of the front parking 
lot, rain or shine.
 Contact Steve Paugh at WISC-TV, 608-277-5139, or 
spaugh@wisctv.com for more information.

at WISC-TV

find  h idden  treasures

Dumpster Diving Party
Saturday, July 21, 1-4 p.m.
WISC Old Transmi�er Building
7025 Raymond Road, Madison

Coming Up

Next Meeting

In this Issue
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Chapter Leadership
Chair

Dennis Baldridge 
W: 489-3999

baldridge@mwt.net

Vice Chair
Clifford Groth (Clear Channel Radio)

W: 274-5450
cliffordgroth@clearchannel.com 

Secretary
Tom Smith (WHA-TV)

W: 263-2174
smithtc@wpt.org

Treasurer
Leslie Franzen (WMTV-TV)

W: 274-1515
lfranzen@nbc15.com

Past Chair
Jim Magee

jimm@tvmagic.tv

Committee Appointees
Program Committee

Steve Paugh 277-5139
Fred Sperry 264-9806
Steve Zimmerman 274-1234

Membership
Paul Stoffel 

paul.stoffel@wpt.org

Sustaining Membership
Fred Sperry 
264-9806

fsperry@ecb.state.wi.us

Certification & Education
Jim Hermanson 

271-4321
jhermanson@wisctv.com

Frequency Coordination
Tom Smith
263-2174

smithtc@wpt.org

National SBE Chapter Liasion
Leonard Charles

W: 271-4321
F: 271-1709

lcharles@wisctv.com

June 2007

Meeting MinutesChapter Contacts

Chapter 24 of the Society of Broadcast Engineers meet on June 17, 2007 at 
Badger Prairie County Park in Verona for its annual picnic. There were 10 mem-
bers present of which 8 were certified. 
There were also two guests present.

Steve Paugh conducted the grill-
ing duties starting at 5:30. There was a 
short meeting after dinner. Outgoing 
chair Clif Groth opened the meet-
ing. Clif reported that the chapter had 
received its annual dues rebate from 
the national office of the SBE. Elec-
tion Chair Steve Paugh announced the 
new slate of officers for the next year: 
Dennis Baldridge, Chair; Clif Groth, 
Vice Chair; Tom Smith, Secretary; and 
Leslie Franzen, Treasurer. Clif com-
mented on his year as Chair and thank 
everyone for their help.

Treasurer Leslie Franzen noted 
he was working on the annual report, 
Program Chair Steve Paugh gave an 
update on the upcoming meetings, Certification Chair Jim Hermanson gave an 
update on upcoming exam dates and Frequency Coordinator Tom Smith noted 
that WSUM would be moving its STL in the near future due to construction of 
the new University Square high rise blocking its signal.

Kevin Ruppert and Kevin Peckham supplied the music for the evening and 
after the meeting played old radio jingles and air checks which lead to a lively 
discussion of radio past.

Thanks to Steve Paugh for his organization of the picnic and his grilling skills 
and to the Two Kevins for their entertainment for the evening.

Respectfully submitted, 
Tom Smith, Secretary

August SBE
Chapter 24 newsletter

Important dates
Copy deadline: Sunday, August 5

Folding party: Wednesday, August 8

E-mail submissions to John Salzwedel 
at tcp@tokencreek.com

Please submit articles as Word or text documents or 
by pasting copy into the body of an e-mail. Pdfs also 

accepted. For graphics, jpgs preferred. 

Thanks to 
Steve Paugh 
for his 
grilling skills.
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Sunspots & radio flux
The National Oceanic and Atmo-

spheric Administration’s (NOAA) Space 
Environment Center (SEC) released 
their monthly forecasts of sunspot num-
ber and 10.7 cm radio flux. The SEC 
forecasts that the smoothed sunspot 
number reached its low value of 11.7 
in March 2007, and predicts that the 
solar flux will reach its low of 75.4 this 
month. This is the fourth month in a 
row that the SEC predicts the solar flux 
will bottom out in July.

Based on the SEC predictions, this 
is probably at the bottom of Cycle 23 
and extremely close to the beginning 
of Cycle 24. Two events will mark the 
beginning of the next sunspot cycle: 
The observation of the first opposite 
magnetic polarity sunspots compared 
to Cycle 23 sunspot polarity, and the 
observation high solar latitude sun-
spots — the Cycle 23 sunspots are 
now very near the solar equator.

Although sunspots have been ob-
served since Galileo’s time, in 1848 a 
Swiss astronomer named Rudolf Wolf 
came up with a method of counting 
sunspots which is still in use today.  Wolf 
dubbed the 11-year solar cycle period of 
1755-1766 as “Cycle 1.”

8-year-old WI boy 
passes general license 
exam

Wisconsin kid makes good: Jack-
son Tenor, KC9KVU, age 8, recently 
passed his General license exam and 
almost passed the Extra!  He is a 
member of the Green Bay Mike and 
Key Club and will be in the 3rd grade 
at Holy Apostles Catholic School in 
Green Bay. His proud father is Joe, 
N9UPU.

ARRL working with 
DoD on repeaters

The American Radio Relay League 
has sent out more than 100 letters to 
repeater owners/trustees who have 

repeaters affected by the “Pave Paws” 
radars (PPR). Citing an increasing 
number of interference complaints, 
the US Air Force has asked the FCC 
to order dozens of repeater systems to 
either mitigate interference to the Pave 
Paws radars or shut down. The ARRL 
is working with the US Department 
of Defense (DoD) to develop a plan to 
mitigate alleged interference from 70 
cm ham radio repeaters to this military 
radar system on both coasts.

According to the DoD, the in-band  
interference from Amateur Radio 
fixed FM voice repeaters has increased 
to an unacceptable level. Pave Paws 
radars are used for national security 
functions, including early detection of 
water-launched missiles. They are criti-
cal to national defense and are in use 
24 hours per day, seven days per week.

The situation affects 15 repeaters 
within 100 miles of Otis Air Force 
Base on Cape Cod, Massachusetts, 
and more than 100 repeaters within 
140 miles of Beale Air Force Base near 
Sacramento, California.

ARRL Regulatory Information 
Specialist Dan Henderson, N1ND, 
stresses that the Defense Department 
acknowledges Amateur Radio’s value 
in disasters and emergencies and is 
being extremely cooperative — and 
a wholesale shutdown of US 70 cm 
Amateur Radio activity is not on the 
table.

The Amateur Radio Service is a 
secondary user in the 420-450 MHz 
band, both by the Table of Frequency 
Allocations and the FCC Part 97 
regulations.

As such, Amateur Radio licens-
ees, jointly and individually, bear the 
responsibility of mitigating or elimi-
nating any harmful interference to the 
primary user, which in this case is the 
Government Radiolocation Service 
that includes the DoD Pave Paws 
systems.

The League has been in contact 

with representatives of the FCC. They 
have the ultimate responsibility for 
enforcing any mitigation plan, up to 
and including ordering specific repeat-
ers to shut down operations. The FCC 
is aware of the complex nature of this 
problem and the mitigation strategy 
being proposed by the DoD.

Excerpts from the American Radio Relay 
League’s Web site at arrl.org and 

ARRL Wisconsin Section Manager Don 
Michalski, W9IXG.)

complied by Tom Weeden, WJ9H

Amateur Radio News

5727 Tokay Boulevard
Madison, Wisconsin 53719

(608) 274-1234
Fax: (608) 274-9514

WKOW
Madison

Richard Wood, President
Box 51/1965 W Ridge Road
Cottage Grove, WI 53527

e-mail rwoodsky@verizon.net
www resonantresults.com

Telco 608-839-3950
Fax 608-839-3949
Cell 781-929-7179

RF SYSTEMS SPECIALIST 
& INFRARED TESTING

KEVIN STATZ
Senior Broadcast Technician

(608) 274-3464  (800) 810-5865
Fax (608) 274-3176

www.madisonvideorepair.com  kstatz@madisonvideorepair.com
1409 GREENWAY CROSS  MADISON, WI 53713

Entercom Madison
94.9 WOLX / 105.1 Charlie-FM / 105.5 Triple M
7601 Ganser Way
Madison, WI 53719
(608) 826-0077
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On June 26, the FCC held the fifth 

meeting of a planned six on broadcast 
localism and ownership. The meet-
ing was held in Portland, Maine. The 
meeting was announced on June 21 as 
an open meeting of the Commission 
with a rulemaking on cable boxes on 
the agenda. That was later dropped. 
The agenda was published on June 25 
with the meeting scheduled to go from 
4 to 11 p.m. at the Portland High 
School. The public hearing followed 
the same schedule as past hearings 
with a half hour of opening comments 
by the Commissioners, which are 
posted on the FCC Web site, fol-
lowed by a panel of representatives of 
newspaper and broadcast stations and 
some academics and public interest 
groups. These panels were given an 
hour to speak followed be two hours 
of comments from the public. After a 
half-hour break, a second panel spoke 
followed by two more hours of public 
comments.

According to the Portland Press 
Herald/Maine Sunday Telegram, sev-
eral hundred people showed up with 
about 150 speaking. Speakers included 
people from the media commenting 
on their public service to the com-
munity to those who were dissatisfied 
with news coverage and calling for 
more regulation. A local Congressman 
appeared via videotape and comment-
ed on the reduction of election cover-
age as did a representative of Common 
Cause.

These hearings have become pretty 
predictable in their comments, but 
they do show a difference in percep-
tion between what many broadcast-
ers see in what they are providing 
the public and what the public sees 
or hears. This difference in percep-
tion may provide an insight to one of 
the reasons for declining audiences 
and the movement to the Internet 
and other media for information and 
entertainment.

From FCC Releases (www.fcc.gov)
and the Portland Press Herald/Maine 

Sunday Telegram
(www.pressherald.mainetoday.com)

5th FCC localism 
meeting held

By Tom Smith
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Tom Sibenaller
Sales Representative

ROSCOR WISCONSIN
W6428 Schilling Road
Onalaska, WI  54650
phone: 608-784-6702

fax: 608-785-0505
e-mail: tsibenaller@roscor.com

Brian Stumpf
Regional Sales Manager

T: 608-798-9578
C: 608-345-2544

bstumpf@rossvideo.com

David Geon
Sales Representative 

Direct: 414.453.7409
david.geon@belden.com

2616 N. 85th Street
Wauwatosa, WI 53226

Fax: 414.433.1850
Cell: 414.517.9242

www.belden.com

     Whether your summer 
vacation heading out on a 
long-deserved vacation or get-
ting ready to hit the road for a 
business convention, the Coin 
Laundry Association offers the 
following tips for packing light:

• Coordinate your outfits  
 around one single color  
 theme so you can mix and  
 match your clothes.

• Check the weather and pack only the most appropriate items.

• Pack one solid color sweater that matches just about any outfit and keeps you  
 warm.

• Layer, layer, layer. This not only prepares you for daily temperature changes,  
 but  also allows you to leave your coat at home.

• Call ahead to your hotel to see if they include items in your room, such as  
 robes, hairdryers, shampoo, conditioner, soap, etc.

• Don’t waste space; take miniaturized toiletries and pack socks and underwear  
 inside your shoes.

Locate a laundromat where you can wash your clothes. By making a quick stop at 
the laundry while on vacation, you can plan for a two-week adventure and pack for 
one. Today’s progressive coin laundries feature several amenities, such as high-
definition televisions, Internet access, child-friendly playrooms, cafes and video 
games that allow you to relax and even multi-task. To find a self-service coin laundry, 
visit the Coin Laundry Association’s laundry locator at www.coinlaundry.org.

 Save time when you get home by using a drop-off laundry service. This service 
allows customers to drop the laundry off and pick it up all washed, dried and folded. 
For a small additional fee, some coin laundries even offer a delivery service.

 

Courtesy of ARAcontent

Laundry
to go Tips for packing 

light

Phone 608.263.2121
Fax 608.263.9763

821 University Ave.
Madison WI 53706

www.wpt.org

From the

Chair
Dennis Baldridge

Our local SBE Chapter 24 ranks 
among the top chapters in the nation. 
Many of our members are nationally 
known, holding key positions in the 
industry. Still others are actively involved 
in the installation of digital equipment, 
ushering our state into this new era of 
broadcasting. Repeatedly, the program 
committee of SBE Chapter 24 has 
planned programs which are of interest to 
our members. When someone becomes 
involved in our local SBE chapter, they 
are positioning themselves for profes-
sional growth and development.

Chapter participation produces 
professional development. My goal is to 
inspire our members to increased involve-
ment in our local chapter. The Society of 
Broadcast Engineers is the only organiza-
tion devoted to the advancement of all 
levels and types of broadcast engineering. 
Consequently, active members gain a 
broad perspective as well as information 
specific to today’s engineering challenges.

We are grateful to Clif Groth, our 
former chair, for his fine leadership this 
past year. Clif, along with the officers and 
committee members, has continued this 
pattern of excellence in our local SBE 
chapter. During my term as chair, I will 
endeavor to maintain this established 
standard of excellence.

I would invite your ideas and input on 
how we can make our local SBE chapter 
even stronger. 
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WMTV
MADISON

615 Forward Drive
Madison, WI 53711

608-274-1515
www.nbc15.com

The Society of Broadcast Engineers (SBE) announced its opposition to the 
use of real or live NWRSAME codes for system tests of the public warning sys-
tem by National Weather Service (NWS)/NOAA Weather Radio (NWR) and 
some local authorities.

Alerts from the NWS, some local authorities and the Emergency Alert 
System (EAS) using real emergency event codes, when no actual emergency 
exists, have recently been used in some communities to test consumer receivers. 
The NWS is recommending the practice be expanded nationwide. While stated 
NWS policy establishes that approval for NWS live code testing is up to the 
state and local EAS committees, some committees are not being consulted or do 
not understand that they may decline the request. Local emergency officials also 
may not fully understand the implications of the request and may participate 
without realizing the serious negative results. The SBE asserts that these cry-
wolf alerts will potentially cause public alarm, weaken confidence in the EAS for 
real alerts and discourage broadcaster’s involvement with volunteer EAS pro-
grams. 

Broadcasters and cable systems decode the EAS data and send the informa-
tion directly to scrolling messages on TV screens and radios. One result of live 
-code tests would be that TV’s viewed by the deaf and hard of hearing, and TVs 
in public places would not show any indication that the message is not a real 
alert. In addition, those receiving emergency messages through the Internet, 
PDAs, cell phones, programmable road signs, highway advisory radio, lottery 
terminals and shopping center marquee signs will not know the message was 
simply a test. The SBE says the negative effect of live -code testing outweighs 
the benefits of testing the public’s weather alert radios.

SBE President Chriss Scherer, CPBE CBNT, said, “There is a national effort 
to update EAS and NWR data standards with a technology called Common 
Alerting Protocol (CAP). CAP will allow a visual scroll of the same information 
as in the audio message, and the SBE suggests that such a technology — when 
in common use — will be better suited to live-code tests.”

From SBE Short Circuits, sbe.org

SBE National releases statement 
opposing live code testing of EAS

Don Heinzen
Datacom Manager 

Direct: 608.329.4660
don.heinzen@belden.com 

2020 Lincoln Road
Monroe, WI 53566

Cell: 608.235.7539
Fax: 608.329.4667

www.belden.com

1311 Pilgrim Road
Plymouth, WI 53073

Tel 800.332.7088
920.893.4204

Direct: 920.893.9594 ext 13
Cell: 920.912.1054
Fax: 920.893.3106

EMAIL: mbart@hvs-inc.com

Mark Bartolotta
Regional Sales Manager
DIGITAL SOLUTIONS
Broadcast/Professional

WisconsinEye 
Launched

 
 WisconsinEye began live broadcast 
coverage of the State Legislature on 
Tuesday, July 10 on the Charter Com-
munications and Time Warner digital 
cable systems serving Wisconsin.
 “We’re very happy this historic day 
has finally arrived and WisconsinEye’s 
gavel-to-gavel coverage of state govern-
ment will be available to Charter Commu-
nications and Time Warner Cable digital 
subscribers,” WisconsinEye President 
Chris Long said. The new statewide 
public affairs network began broadcast-
ing on the Internet at www.wiseye.org in 
May.
 The WisconsinEye 24/7 cable chan-
nel is available to Time Warner Cable 
Wisconsin digital subscribers on Channel 
163 and to Charter digital customers in 
southern Wisconsin, including Madison, 
Janesville and Beloit, on Channel 200. 
Charter plans to expand the distribution 
of the service into additional Charter 
markets within the next few months. To-
gether, Charter and Time Warner Cable 
serve about 75 percent of Wisconsin 
cable customers. Approximately half of 
each company’s customers are digital 
subscribers.
 “We believe the programming on 
Wisconsin Eye will be quite unique,” 
commented Lisa Washa, Charter’s Vice-
President of Operations in Wisconsin. “It 
will most definitely enhance the already 
strong value of our service.”
 WisconsinEye is a private, not-for-
profit statewide public affairs network 
whose mission is to provide independent, 
nonpartisan coverage of civic and com-
munity life in Wisconsin, beginning with 
gavel-to-gavel coverage of the actions of 
state government in Madison. A complete 
archive of the network’s legislative cover-
age is available at www.wiseye.org.
 The network’s state-of-the-art digital 
broadcast production facilities include 
70 camera positions in the State Capitol 
building, including the Executive branch 
and State Supreme Court, and a network 
operations center at 122 West Wash-
ington Ave. bipartisan and nonpartisan 
donor community of individuals, founda-
tions, organizations, and corporations is 
funding the network’s launch.

www.wiseye.org
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CHAPTER 24
SUSTAINING  

MEMBERS

RECENT RENEWALS:
Alpha Video

Midwest Media Group
Token Creek Mobile TV

THANKS TO OUR 
SUSTAINING MEMBERS 

Belden-Electronics Division 
Belden-Networking Division

Broadcast Richardson 
Clark Wire and Cable

Entercom Madison
Full Compass Systems

Heartland Video Systems
Madison Video Repair

maney-logic
Norlight Telecommunications

Primaverity 
Resonant Results Ltd. 

Roscor Wisconsin
Ross Video

Scharch Electronics 
Sound Devices, LLC 

Wisconsin Public Television
WISC-TV 3

WKOW-TV 27
WMSN-TV 47 
WMTV-TV 15 

SBE Chapter of the Air
HamNet meets the second

Sunday of each month at 0000
GMT on 14.205 MHz. Hal

Hostetler WA7BGX is the Control
Station. Any amateur operator is

welcome and encouraged to
participate.

The SBE National Certification Committee has announced exam session dates. Check the list 
below for the exam period that is best for you. For more information about SBE Certification, 
see your Chapter Certification Chair or contact Megan Clappe, Certification Director at the 
SBE National Office at (317) 846-9000, or mclappe@sbe.org.

Certification Exam Session Dates

 Exam Dates  Location Application  Application Deadline 
November 9-19, 2007  Local Chapters September 21, 2007

Thanks to WISC-TV for maintaining 
the Web server for the Chapter 24 

Web page.

Thanks to WKOW-TV for providing 
copying and folding facilities for the 

Chapter 24 newsletter.

1355 ARMOUR BOULEVARD
MUNDELEIN, IL  60060-4401

(800) CABLE-IT  (847) 949-9944
FAX: (847) 949-9595

E-MAIL: SALES@CLARKWIRE.COM
WWW.CLARKWIRE.COM

WISC-TV
CBS

M
A

D
IS

O
N

Using the SBE logo
 SBE chapters and members may use the SBE logo on business cards, letterhead and 
chapter newsletters. When referring to a chapter, it must be used with that chapter’s name 
or number adjacent to the logo. Members must put “Member of” or “Certified by” adjacent 
to the logo.
 The proper logo must be used in any case. The correct logo can be obtained only 
through the SBE National Office. Send your request to Angel Bates at abates@sbe.org. 

  AUDIO         VIDEO         A / V        LIGHTING

8001 Terrace Avenue
Middleton, WI 53562

(608) 831-7330
Fax: (608) 831-6330

Order Line: (800) 356-5844
www.fullcompass.comNORLIGHT TELECOMMUNICATIONS TELEPORT CHICAGO

3617 OAKTON ST., SKOKIE, IL 60076
847-674-6964 
FAX/847-674-7485

DAVID R. PRITCHARD
CPBE
DIRECTOR– SATELLITE & VIDEO SERVICES

EMPLOYEE-OWNER SINCE 1979

drp@norlight.com
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FIRST CLASS MAIL

Contributors this month: Tom Smith, Tom Weeden, Steve Paugh and Dennis Baldridge.  
Thanks to Leonard Charles for his work on the Chapter 24 Web page.

© 2007 by SBE Chapter 24, Inc. Views expressed herein do not necessarily reflect the official positions of the Society, its officers, or its members. SBE Chapter 
24, Inc. regrets, but is not liable for, any omissions or errors. The Chapter 24 Newsletter is published twelve times per year. Other SBE Chapters are permitted 
to use excerpts if attributed to the original author, sources, and SBE Chapter 24.

7847 BIG SKY DRIVE

MADISON, WISCONSIN  53719

(608) 833-0047 • FAX (608) 833-5055

SCHARCH ELECTRONICS COMPANY
AVAyA *Lucent Technologies* AT&T
Business Communications Service since 1983

 
Stan Scharch

 stan@scharch.net

1105 Middleton St.,  Madison, WI 53717
Tel: 608 831-2266 or 800 831-2266

 www.scharch.net

40W267 Keslinger Road
PO Box 393
LaFox, IL  60147-0393
USA
 Phone: (800) 348-5580 Ext. 2687
Fax:  (630) 208-2450
 E-mail: dmayer@rell.com

www.broadcast-richardson.com

Diane Mayer
Broadcast Sales Specialist

John Reuter
Sales Engineer

johnr@alphavideo.com

7711 Computer Ave.
Edina, MN 55435-5494

dir 952.841.3354
p 952.896.9898
f 952.896.9899
c 612.889.6540

MOBILE TELEVISION
incorporated

John Salzwedel
3893 Terrace Circle, DeForest, Wisconsin 53532

Office: (608) 238-7575   Fax: (608) 846-4723   Cell: (608) 235-9632
Web Page:  www.tokencreek.com   E-Mail:  tcp@tokencreek.com

NED WHITE
REGIONAL SALES MANAGER

316 N. Milwaukee St. #567
Milwaukee, WI  53202

Tel 414.266.2226 x26
Fax 414.266.2181
Cell  414.397.9556
ned@mwmg.com
www.mwmg.com

National Contacts

Society of Broadcast 
Engineers, Inc. 

9102 N. Meridian St. 
Suite 150 

Indianapolis, IN 46260

Office: 317-846-9000 
Fax: 317-846-9120

Web: www.sbe.org


