
ANOTHER WHITE 
SPACES DATBASE
  
 On December 7th, Telcordia 
Technologies, Inc.’s (Telcordia) 
will begin testing their version of a 
database for determining open TV 
channels for use on unlicensed TV 

band devices.  The test will run for 
45 days after which the FCC will 
take comments on the operation of 
their database.  The test database can 
be found at https://prism.telcordia.
com/tvws/home/trial.  It will not be 
available before that date.  The FCC 
announcement can be found at http://
transition.fcc.gov/Daily_Releases/
Daily_Business/2011/db1202/DA-11-
1956A1.pdf.
 The FCC just concluded taking 
comments on first database test from 
Spectrum Bridge, Inc.     
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>>> by Tom Smith

SBE HOLIDAY    
   CELEBRATION DINNER
Join us for this month’s meeting 
when we celebrate the Holidays 

and toast the New Year
in a relaxing atmosphere

at Fitzgerald’s in Middleton.
We’ll gather in the bar area 
before heading to the dining 

area.

You can sign-up for the dinner 
on the Chapter 24 web site,

http://www.sbe24.org
and follow the links to the 
December Holiday Party

sign-up sheet.

Happy Hour 6:00 – 7:00 PM

Dutch Treat Dinner at 7:00PM

Fitzgerald’s
3112 Parmenter Street

Middleton, WI

Visitors and Guests are 
welcome at all SBE meetings 

and events.

FCC SETS 
COMMENT DATES

 The FCC has published a number 
of recent proposed rulemakings in the 
Federal Register and set the dates for 
comments, and replies to comments, for 
those rulemakings.  Two of recent the 
rulemakings that affect broadcasters are:

 ● MM Docket No. 99–325; DA 
11–1832 FM Asymmetric Sideband 
Operation and Associated Technical 
Studies
 Comments on allowing the upper 
and lower HD FM sidebands to be at 
different levels to avoid interference to 
adjacent stations are due by December 
19th with replies due by January 3, 
2012. 

 ● MB Docket Nos. 00–168; 00–44; 
FCC 11– 162 Standardized and 
Enhanced Disclosure Requirements 
for Television Broadcast Licensee 
Public Interest Obligations; 
Extension of the
Filing Requirement for Children’s 
Television Programming Report 
(FCC Form 398)
 The FCC will by accepting 
comments on or before December 22nd 
on the proposed rulemaking on creating 
a web-based public file for TV stations 
hosted by the FCC.  Replies are due on 
January 6th.

 The FCC will also be issuing its final 
Report and Order on the Commercial 
Advertisement Loudness Mitigation 
(CALM) rulemaking concerning 
the control of loudness levels of TV 
commercials audio at its December 12th 
meeting.

>>> by Tom Smith
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Chapter Contacts Meeting Minutes
from the November 2011 Business Meeting

SEVERIN THOMPSON
REGIONAL SALES MANAGER

316 N. Milwaukee Street 
Suite 567
Milwaukee, WI  53202

Tel 414.226.2226 x119
Fax 414.226.2181
Cell  920-539-3867
severin@mwmg.com
www.mwmg.com

 Chapter 24 of the Society of Broadcast Engineers held their monthly meeting 
on November 17, 2011 at Full Compass Systems in Madison.  There were 28 
members present, 13 who were certified, and two guests.
 The meeting was called to order at 7:05pm by Chair Bill Hamilton, who 
began by having attendees give brief introductions.  The October meeting 
minutes as published in the November Newsletter were approved on a motion by 
Steve Paugh and a second by Kevin Ruppert.  
 Summarizing the finances of the group, Treasurer Matt Glissendorf noted 
that the Chapter bank account maintained a healthy balance.  The deadline for 
articles and submissions for the December edition was announced by Newsletter 
editor Paul Stoffel as December 4th.  There was no updated membership report, 
and no sustaining membership report presented.  
 Program Committee Chair Steve Paugh reminded everyone that the holidays 
will soon be upon us.  The Annual Chapter Holiday Party will again be held at 
Fitzgeralds in Middleton, on Wednesday, December 14th.  Happy hour begins at 
6pm, with dinner to start at 7pm.  Join the group in celebrating  the holidays 
and visit www.sbe24.org to register and let us know you will be attending.  
 Education and Certification Chair Jim Hermanson mentioned that there 
were no certification exams given in November, but the next opportunity for 
local exams is February 3 – 13, 2012.  The deadline to send your application to 
the SBE National office is December 31, 2011.  Frequency Coordinator Tom 
Smith noted there were no requests to coordinate for recent UW Badger football 
games.  
 For the National Liaison report, Leonard Charles reminded everyone that the 
SBE is offering a live webinar in the beginning of December.  Streaming Radio: 
a Tutorial for Broadcasters will be presented on Tuesday, December 6th.  
 In Old Business, the picture-framed  SBE National awards were presented to 
Leonard Charles for Best Regional Conference or Convention as well as Best 
Chapter Website, and to Paul Stoffel for Best Chapter Newsletter.  There was no 
new business brought up.  
 For professional announcements, it was mentioned that the Chicago section 
of the SMPTE was reviving.  Check https://www.smpte.org/sections/chicago for 
more information.  
 The meeting adjourned at 7:12pm, and Steve Paugh intoduced Kevin 
Peckham and Kevin Ruppert.  All three collaborated for the evening’s program 
titled: Is Stereo Relevant In A 5.1 World? 

Submitted by Paul Stoffel, Acting Secretary and Mike Norton, Secretary
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FCC
Rulemakings

PROPOSED
MB Docket No. 11-189
Standardizing Program 
Reporting Requirements for 
Broadcast Licensees
 On November 10th, the FCC 
issued a Notice of Rulemaking (http://
transition.fcc.gov/Daily_Releases/Daily_
Business/2011/db1114/FCC-11-169A1.
pdf) proposing the use of a standardized 
program reporting form in place of the 
current quarterly Program and Issues 
list that TV stations must fill out every 
three months.  This rulemaking is partly 
in response objections filed to the FCC 
and to the Office of Management and 
Budget concerning a proposal to a similar 
form in 2007.  The FCC did not take any 
further action on a standardized program 
reporting form at that time.  The use of the 
standardized program reporting form was 
also a subject of the rulemaking on the 
electronic public file for each station on 
the FCC website. 
 The proposed form would include 
information on a station’s programming 
covering a composite week made up 
of one of each of the seven days of  the 
week selected from various weeks over 
three month period.  Information on the 
programming on each of the days selected 
could include the programming categories 
of local news, local civic/government 
affairs, closed captioning and video 
description and emergency accessibility 
complaints.  In the local news and civic/
government affairs, the Commission 
asked for information on the breakdown 
of what would be reported. Should just 
the type and nature of the programs be 
reported or should individual segments be 
described? The FCC asked for comments 
on including expanded information within 
the categories that the report would 
cover, including the type of information 
presented in program segments.  Much of 
the proposals are based on comments from 
Public Airwaves Coalition (“PIPAC”) 
which submitted a proposal of their idea 
and of what the form should look like 

(http://www.savethenews.org/sample-
form).  Both the FCC and PIPAC made 
suggestions to simplify the requirements 
by asking for only information on local 
news and public affairs, but PIPAC did 
ask that additional information on election 
coverage programming during the time 
that lowest charge rules for political spots 
are in effect.
 The composite week was part of the 
information used for the license renewal 
application process in the past, before 
the renewal form was simplified.  The 
composite week was made up of log 
information when logs were still required.
 The notice was released on November 
14th and will have a 30-day comment 
period with a 15-day reply period.

GC Docket No. 10-44
Comment Sought on Benefits 
and Burdens of Requiring 
Comments to File Cited 
Materials in Rulemaking 
Proceedings as Further Reform 
to Enhance Record-based 
Decision-making
 The FCC issued a press release 
(http://transition.fcc.gov/Daily_Releases/
Daily_Business/2011/db1129/DA-11-
1950A1.pdf) requesting comments on 
modifying the rules concerning comments 
on rulemaking to require commenter’s to 
file materials they cite in their pleadings.  
They ask for information on how to handle 
material that may be copy-restricted, such 
as news articles or other copyrighted 
material or information that is large 
or consists of database material. This 
proposed rule is to make the comment 
process more transparent, but could make 
commenting more difficult or opinion-
based and less factual.  The press release 
was issued on November 29th.    

FINAL RULEMAKING
ET Docket No. 09-36, RM-11404
Amendment of Parts 2 and 95 
of the Commission’s Rules to 
Provide Additional
Spectrum for the Medical 
Device Radiocommunication 
Service in the 413-457 MHz 
band

 On November 30th, the FCC 
adopted rules (http://transition.fcc.gov/
Daily_Releases/Daily_Business/2011/
db1130/FCC-11-176A1.pdf) that would 
allow for new medical devices to operate 
in the UHF band.  The FCC said there 
were “new wideband medical implant 
devices that employ neuromuscular 
microstimulation techniques to restore 
sensation, mobility, and other functions to 
paralyzed limbs and organs.”  The devices 
would transmit data during the operation 
of these medical devices.  The frequencies 
they would operate on include 413-419 
MHZ, 526-432 MHz, 438-444 MHz 
and 451-457 MHz.  The 451-457 MHz 
band is of concern to broadcasters as it is 
adjacent to the 450-451 MHz aural remote 
pickup band and covers the 455-456 MHz 
remote pickup band.  The devices operate 
over a 5 MHz bandwidth with a power 
of 1 milliwatt.  They would not cause 
interference to most radio receivers, but 
could receive interference from higher-
powered transmitter equipment.  The 
medical devices would automatically 
switch bands when sensing a interfering 
signals and shut down to protect the 
patient if it could not find a clear band to 
operate in.
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Amateur Radio News

 ● In their regular meeting on 
Wednesday, November 30, the four 
FCC Commissioners unanimously 
agreed to allocate spectrum and adopt 
service and technical rules for the 
utilization of new implanted medical 
devices that operate on 413-457 MHz 
(70 cm). These devices will be used 
on a secondary basis as part of the 
Medical Data Radiocommunication 
Service in Part 95 of the FCC rules. 
The Amateur Radio Service also has 
a secondary allocation on the 70 cm 
band. These new rules are the result of 
a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking that 
the FCC released in March 2009. A 
Report & Order that will define these 
new rules is expected soon. 
 According to the FCC, these 
devices would greatly expand the 
use of functional electric stimulation 
to restore sensation, mobility and 
function to those persons with 
paralyzed limbs and organs; they 
would be implanted in a patient 
and function as wireless broadband 
medical micropower networks 
(MMNs). 
 Calling the new rules an 
“advance[ment of] its mobile 
broadband agenda,” the FCC said 
this will create “a new generation 
of wireless medical devices that 
could be used to restore functions to 
paralyzed limbs. Medical Micropower 
Networks (MMNs) are ultra-low 
power wideband networks consisting 
of multiple transmitters implanted 
in the body that use electric currents 
to activate and monitor nerves and 
muscles.” The Commission also noted 
that its National Broadband Plan — 
released in 2010 — observed “that the 
use of spectrum-agile radios and other 
techniques can significantly increase 
the efficient use of radio spectrum 

to meet growing demand for this 
valuable resource. MMNs illustrate 
how advanced technology can enable 
the more efficient use of spectrum to 
deliver innovative new services.” 
 The American Radio Relay 
League, in comments 
filed in 2009, said, “The 
Amateur Service has 
a practical inability to 
protect patients wearing 
RF susceptible MMNs 
from interference 
from ongoing amateur 
operations in the 420-
450 MHz band, and 
therefore all MMN 
operation is going to 
have to be conditioned 
on the ability to 
withstand and operate 
in the presence of such 
high-power signals, 
and thus subordinate in 
allocation status to the 
Amateur Service.” 
 

 ● AMSAT-OSCAR 51, 
the popular FM repeater 
satellite, has likely 
reached the end of its 
operational lifespan. AMSAT-North 
America Vice President of Operations 
Drew Glasbrenner, KO4MA, issued 
the following statement on November 
29: “It is with a heavy heart I report 
that AO-51 has ceased transmission 
and is not responding to commands. 
The last telemetry data indicated 
that the third of six batteries was 
approaching failure to short, and 
observations indicate the voltage from 
three cells is insufficient to power the 
UHF transmitters. The IHU (internal 
housekeeping unit) may continue to be 
operative. Initial tests with the S band 

transmitter were also not positive, 
although more attempts are in order. 
We have tried leaving the satellite in 
an expected state where if voltages 
climb high enough, the 435.150 
transmitter may possibly be heard. The 
command team will regularly attempt 
communications with the satellite over 
the coming months (and years). There 
is always the possibility that a cell will 
open and we could once again talk to 
our friend while illuminated. 

 Thanks to all who helped fund, 
design, build, launch, command, and 
operate AO-51. Its 7-year mission has 
been extraordinary.” 
 AO-51 was launched in 2004 and 
became one of the most 
popular Amateur Radio 
satellites ever built.  
 

(Excerpts from the 
American Radio Relay 
League’s <arrl.org>
web site)

AMSAT-OSCAR 51 
Photo courtesy of AMSAT

http://www.arrl.org/
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Antenna System Specialist

TV
FM
AM

Troubleshooting
Sweep Testing
Infrared Testing

www.ResonantResults.com
Richard Wood (608)839-3950

5727 Tokay Boulevard
Madison, Wisconsin 53719

(608) 274-1234
Fax: (608) 274-9514

WKOW
Madison

Don Heinzen
Account Manager
Enterprise Soutions Division

Direct: 608.848.2001
don.heinzen@belden.com 

9001 Hawks Reserve Lane  
Unit 103
Verona, WI 53593

Cell: 608.235.7539
Fax: 608.848.2001

FCC RULEMAKING 
ANALYSIS RELEASED

 On November 7th, the FCC 
released a paper (http://transition.
fcc.gov/Daily_Releases/Daily_
Business/2011/db1107/DOC-
310874A1.pdf ) outlining the current 
status of its rulemaking agenda.  The 
paper is titled “Preliminary Plan for 
Retrospective Analysis of Existing 
Rules.”  The paper provides a short 
comment on each of the major 
rulemaking subjects before the FCC 
and a description of the rulemaking 
process.  Rulemakings concerning 
broadcasters include, broadcast 
ownership, TV spectrum, EAS, digital 
encryption of cable programming, 
broadcast disclosure requirements 
(public file rules) and antenna 
structures.  For those who wish to 
find out about the FCC rulemaking 
process, this could be a handy primer.

>>> by Tom Smith

http://www.sbe.org/
sections/cert_index.php

Find, Post Jobs on 
SBE JobsOnline
 More than 70 broadcast engineering 
positions are currently listed on SBE 
JobsOnline. Members who are out of 
work or looking to make a move, can 
benefit from the only comprehensive job-
posting site dedicated solely to broadcast 
engineering and other technical or semi-
technical positions.
 The tool is a great benefit of 
membership as full position descriptions 
are only available to members of the 
SBE. A very helpful feature of the site 
allows users to search for job listings 
based on six different criteria you 
choose, including type of facility, job 
title, location, position level, supervisory 
responsibility and salary range.
 Users can save search criteria and 
have emails automatically sent by SBE 
JobsOnline when a new job is posted 
that matches your search criteria.

 SBE JobsOnline is updated as new 
job openings are submitted, so users not 
utilizing the automatic email function are 
encouraged to check back often.
 Employers can post position openings 
for free. The posting system is automated 
and easy to use. Job listings are posted for 
up to 60 days, or longer if the employer 
extends the listing.
 Visit the Jobs page on the SBE website 
to find or post a job today.

excerpted from SBE-news
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CHAPTER 24
SUSTAINING 
MEMBERS

Recent
Renewals
WISC-TV 3

JVC Professional
Products Company

Thanks to all our
Sustaining Members

Alpha Video

Belden, Inc.

Clark Wire and Cable

Canon U.S.A., Inc.

Full Compass Systems

GEPCO International, Inc.

Heartland Video Systems

Joseph Electronics

maney-logic

Midwest Media Group

Resonant Results, Ltd.

Ross Video

Scharch Electronics

Sound Devices, LLC

Token Creek Productions

WMTV-TV 15

WKOW-TV 27

WMSN-TV 47

Wisconsin Public Television

For more information about SBE Certification, contact Jim Hermanson, 
services@jimhermanson.com, Chapter 24 Certification Chair, or contact 
Megan Clappe, Certification Director at the SBE National Office at
(317) 846-9000, or mclappe@sbe.org.

Certification Exam Session Dates

Exam DatEs Location appLication DEaDLinE

February 3-13, 2012 Local Chapters December 31, 2011
April 17, 2012 NAB convention March 23, 2012
June 1-11, 2012 Local Chapters April 13, 2012
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© 2011 by SBE Chapter 24, Inc. Views 
expressed herein do not necessarily 
reflect the official positions of the Society, 
its officers, or its members. SBE Chapter 
24, Inc. regrets, but is not liable for, any 
omissions or errors. The Chapter 24 
Newsletter is published twelve times per 
year. Other SBE Chapters are permitted 
to use excerpts if attributed to the original 
author, sources, and SBE Chapter 24.

Thanks to Leonard Charles
 for maintaining the Chapter 24
web site and to Steve Paugh

 for mailing the meeting 
reminder postcards.

http://www.sbe.org/sections/
SBEUniversity.php
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615 Forward Drive
Madison, WI 53711

608-274-1515
www.nbc15.com

January 2012  Chapter 24
Newsletter Deadline: 
Tuesday, January 3
paul.stoffel@wpt.org

edited using Adobe InDesign CS4
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