
Incentive Auction 
Delayed

On October 24th, Gary Epstein, the 
Chair of the FCC’s Incentive Auction 
Task Force made a blog posting 
(http://www.fcc.gov/blog/incentive-
auction-progress-report)  on the FCC’s 
website announcing that the Incentive 
Auction would be delayed until 
early 2016.  The original timetable 
for the Incentive Auction had it set 
to occur in late 2015.  Reasons for 
the delay are the complexity of the 
auction, as well as the difficulties in 
designing the auction with all of the 
rulemaking issues.  The blog posting 
asked for increase participation by 
broadcasters in the process.  Another 
big hurdle is the lawsuits by the 
National Association of Broadcasters 
and Sinclair Broadcasting over parts 
or all of the auction rules.  The NAB 
is concerned about the rules relating to 
the preservation of station coverage. 
Sinclair’s lawsuit concerns the conduct 
of the auction itself.   The briefs on 
the lawsuits are to be filed with the 
Court in January of 2015, with oral 
arguments in mid-2015.  The ruling is 
not expected until the fall of 2015.
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Coming Up
Thur., Dec. 18 Holiday Party–
   Fitzgerald’s in Middleton

>>> LPTV  continued on page 3

Wednesday, November 19

>>> by Tom Smith

CLOSED CAPTIONING 
DEMO

After a brief presentation
 of the closed captioning process,

Melissa Thompson
of U.S. Captioning Company will give 
us a live demonstration of captioning 
a weather segment dialing in to the 

WISC control room facilities from our 
conference room.

Melissa will dial into our encoder 
and audio lines just as if she was 

working from home.  You will have 
an opportunity to see what goes 
on “behind the scenes” and ask 

questions.  We will also be taping the 
presentation for those of you who are 

unable to attend.

Chapter 24 will provide pizza & soda 
at 6:00 PM

Meeting and Program at 7:00 PM

WISC Conference Room B
7025 Raymond Road

Madison, WI

Park in front parking lot;
enter via front lobby entrance.

Visitors & Guests are welcome to join us!

LPTV Digital 
Deadline Delayed

 On October 10th, the FCC issued 
Third Notice of Rulemaking (http://
transition.fcc.gov/Daily_Releases/
Daily_Business/2014/db1010/FCC-
14-151A1.pdf) concerning low-
power TV stations and TV translator 
stations.  In the notice, the FCC ruled 
that the deadline for conversion of 
LPTV and translator stations would be 
suspended from its original September 
15, 2015 deadline and asked in the 
notice for comment on the setting 
of a new deadline and asked for 
information from those who either 
have or have not made the transition.  
There are slightly under 1600 LPTV 
and translator stations that have not 
made the conversion to digital.  Many 
of those who have not have made 
the transition are concerned about 
building new facilities and then having 
to rebuild those facilities again after 
the repacking.
 The notice also covered four 
other issues concerning LPTV and 
translator stations.  The first issue 
concerns the sharing of LPTV and 
translator stations by separate LPTV 
and translator license holders.  The 
proposed rules were similar to those 
already proposed for the sharing of a 
full-power station by two licensees.  
There is an additional proposal 
concerning the sharing of a full-
power or a low-power station by 
both the full-power licensee and a 
LPTV licensee.  In the proposal, both 
licensees would be subject to the rules 
of the class of license that the original 

>>> by Tom Smith

license holder is subject to. 
 The second issue is the allowing 
of full-power stations to apply for 
digital-to-digital translators to replace 
lost coverage due to repacking in the 
UHF band or when going to one of the 
VHF bands.  The translators would 
not be allowed to be used to extend 
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Chapter Contacts Meeting Minutes
from the October 2014 Business Meeting
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 The October meeting of Chapter 24 of the Society of Broadcast Engineers 
was held Wednesday, October 23rd at 6:00pm during the 2014 Broadcasters 
Clinic in Middleton, WI.  Many chapters were represented and of the 45 
attendees, 41 were members and 29 were certified.
 Chair Kevin Trueblood called the gathering to order at 6:00pm.  
 There was no formal business meeting as the gathering was turned over to 
SBE President Joe Snelson who shared a video presentation about the history 
and first 50 years of the SBE and also presented an SBE National update.

ML Deets, Sec’y

ATSC 3.0 Demo During Broadcasters Clinic 
 During last month’s Broadcasters Clinic, LG Electronics, its R&D subsidiary 
Zenith, and GatesAir invited attendees to witness an overnight (October 22nd) 
demonstration of the performance of FUTURECAST as transmitted by Quincy 
Broadcasting’s WKOW-TV in Madison. This technology is proposed as the 
physical layer for ATSC 3.0, the next generation of broadcast television.  
 From 11:00pm to 3:00am, a bus load of people made a stop at WKOW-
TV for a briefing and then traveled to remote reception sites in the field (Kohl 
Center and Provideo). A demo suite was setup in the hotel for those who 
couldn’t make the bus trip to see the technology.  
 Then on Thursday October 23rd, Jay Adrick, GatesAir, presented a session 
on ATSC 3.0.  Adrick recapped the demonstration and the test data that has 
already been collected in previous trials. 
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Antenna System Specialist

TV
FM
AM

Troubleshooting
Sweep Testing
Infrared Testing

www.ResonantResults.com
Richard Wood (608)839-3950

5727 Tokay Boulevard
Madison, Wisconsin 53719

(608) 274-1234
Fax: (608) 274-9514

WKOW
Madison

7847 BIG SKY DRIVE

MADISON, WISCONSIN  53719

(608) 833-0047 • FAX (608) 833-5055

Portable, Professional Audio
Sound Devices, LLC

E7556 State Rd. 23/33 
P.O. Box 576

Reedsburg, Wisconsin 53959
www.sounddevices.com
Phone:  (608) 524-0625

Fax:  (608) 524-0655

www.ikegami.com
E-mail:  jdaniels@ikegami.com

James Daniels, Jr. (J.D.)
Midwest Regional Sales Manager

IKEGAMI ELECTRONICS (U.S.A.), INC.
16206 Hunter Court, Orland Hills, IL 60487

Tel: (708) 460-1451
Fax: (630) 248-5185

the coverage area of a station beyond 
the stations existing coverage.  There 
would be some allowance because 
of transmitter location issues and the 
notice asked for comment on a limit 
on that allowance. 
 The third issue is whether to 
allow LPTV stations on channel 6 
to continue to carry an analog audio 
carrier along with the digital TV 
signal.  There are currently a number 
of analog LPTV stations operating 
on channel 6 using their audio carrier 
as an FM radio station as it is located 
slightly above 87.7 MHz which is 
tunable be many FM radios.   It is 
suggested that it would be considered 
an ancillary service and be subject 
to the 5% fee on revenue that DTV 
ancillary services are required to pay. 
 The final issue is a proposal to 
eliminate the requirement that TV 
receivers have analog tuners and if 
the requirement is eliminated, when 
should it take effect. 
 The comment period is 30 days 
after being published in the Federal 
Register with replies due 15 days after 
the comment period.

>>> LPTV  continued from page 1 More Auction Rules

 Not all of the rulemakings 
concerning the Incentive Auction 
involve TV broadcasters.  On October 
10th, the FCC issued a Notice 
of Proposed Rulemaking (http://
transition.fcc.gov/Daily_Releases/
Daily_Business/2014/db1010/FCC-
14-146A1.pdf) that it releases before 
every auction.  This rulemaking 
concerns the bidding process for 
the forward part of the auction or 
the part of the auction where the 
wireless companies will bid for the 
spectrum that is given up by the TV 
broadcasters.
 While basically the same for each 
auction, there can be some changes 
to the rules.  The rulemaking asks 
for input on preferences for small 
businesses, what amount of bidding 
credits they may receive and other 
rules concerning the conduct of the 
auction.
 While broadcasters have many 
issues that the Commission will be 
making rulemakings on, including 
some that affect both broadcasters and 
wireless, the wireless industry also 
has a number of rulemakings affecting 
issues between the various wireless 
providers that they will be closely 
watching.                                

>>> by Tom Smith

Gepco International, Inc.
500 Thorndale Avenue, Suite F

Wood Dale, IL 60191-1267
Tel: 1-630-496-0486

www.Gepco.comMatt Hayes
Inside Sales
mhayes@generalcable.com

© 2014 by SBE Chapter 24, Inc. Views 
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omissions or errors. The Chapter 24 
Newsletter is published twelve times per 
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author, sources, and SBE Chapter 24.
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 ● Schools are being sought to host 
Amateur Radio contacts with the 
International Space Station in 2015.  
The deadline is December 15 for 
schools and educational institutions 
and organizations — formal and 
informal — to submit proposals to 
host an Amateur Radio contact with 
a member of the ISS crew. ARISS 
is especially interested in arranging 
contact events that will draw large 
numbers of participants and integrate 
the radio contact into a well-developed 
educational plan. Schools and 
educational organizations may apply 
individually or with other institutions 
or organizations. ARISS anticipates 
that the ham radio contacts between 
students and the space station will take 
place between May 1 and December 
31, 2015. 
 By and large, at least one member 
of an ISS crew complement is 
licensed, and NASA makes Amateur 
Radio licensing available to ISS-bound 
astronauts. Contacts have a question-
and-answer format and typically run 
up to 10 minutes.  ISS crew members 
have taken part in scheduled Amateur 
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compiled by Tom Weeden, WJ9H

Amateur Radio News

John C. Purvey
BAV Specialist
Broadcast & AV Solutions

john.purvey@belden.com 
PHONE: 815.441.5298

447 Hampshire Lane  
Crystal Lake, IL 60014

5201 Femrite Drive
Madison, WI  53718
p 608.221.8888  f 608.221.9252
w avisystems.com

Tom Sibenaller
Systems Sales Specialist
CTS, CSTE
e tom.sibenaller@avisystems.com
d 608.807.1860  c 608.386.2611

WMTV
MADISON

615 Forward Drive
Madison, WI 53711

608-274-1515
www.nbc15.com

Radio contacts with students on Earth 
since December 2000. 
 

Application link:
<http://www.arrl.org/hosting-an-ariss-
contact> 
 
 ● The RACE and GOMX-2 
CubeSats, both carrying Amateur 
Radio payloads, were among more 
than 2 dozen satellites lost after an 
unmanned Orbital Space Sciences 
(OSC) Antares 130 vehicle exploded 
spectacularly shortly after launch 
on Tuesday, October 28, from the 
Mid-Atlantic Regional Spaceport at 
Wallops Island on Virginia’s Eastern 
Shore. The Antares is a new medium-
class launch vehicle developed by 
OSC. The rocket exploded about 6 
seconds after launch, sending a huge 
ball of fire hurtling toward the ground 
and igniting a massive fire at the 
NASA launch site. 
 The Radiometer Atmospheric 
Cubesat Experiment (RACE) CubeSat 
was a joint project of The Texas 
Spacecraft Laboratory (TSL) at the 
University of Texas-Austin and 
NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory 

(JPL). Built by a 
30-student team, 
it carried a 183 
GHz radiometer, 
a new science 
instrument 
designed by JPL. 
The spacecraft 
was equipped 
to transmit 
using GMSK 
at 38.4k and 
CW telemetry 
on a downlink 

frequency of 437.525 MHz.  The 
GOMX-2 CubeSat had a proposed 
Amateur Radio payload using a 9.6k 
MSK data downlink on 437.250 
MHz. The mission also aimed to 
flight qualify a new high-speed UHF 
transceiver and software defined 
receiver built by a team 
from Aalborg University 
in Denmark.  (excerpts 
from the American Radio 
Relay League’s <arrl.org> 
web site) 

Students at Winfree Bryant Middle School in Lebanon, TN 
take their turn stepping up to the microphone to interview 
astronaut Gregory Wiseman, KF5LKT on August 26, 2014. 
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CHAPTER 24
SUSTAINING 
MEMBERS

Recent
Renewal

WMSN-TV 47

Heartland Video Systems

Thanks to all our
Sustaining Members:

Alpha Video

AVI Systems

Belden, Inc.

Clark Wire and Cable

Full Compass Systems

GEPCO International, Inc.

Ikegami Electronics (USA), Inc

Resonant Results, Ltd.

Ross Video

Scharch Electronics

Sound Devices, LLC

Token Creek Productions

WISC-TV 3

WMTV-TV 15

WKOW-TV 27
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Thanks to Leonard Charles
 for maintaining the Chapter 24
web site and to Steve Paugh

 for mailing the meeting 
reminder postcards.

December 2014  Chapter 24
Newsletter Deadline:

Wednesday, December 3, midnight
paul.stoffel@wpt.org

edited using Adobe InDesign 2014

SBE Certification
Exam Dates Location Application Deadline

November 7-17, 2014 Local Chapters CLOSED 

February 6-16, 2015 Local Chapters December 31, 2014 

April 14, 2015 Exams at the 
NAB Show March 20, 2015 

June 5-15, 2015 Local Chapters April 10, 2015 

August 7-17, 2015 Local Chapters June 5, 2015 

November 6-16, 2015 Local Chapters October 2, 2015 

 
Certification Program Objectives…
• To raise the status of broadcast engineers by providing standards of 
professional competence in the practice of broadcast engineering and related 
technologies.
• To recognize those individuals who, by fulfilling the requirements of 
knowledge, experience, responsibility and conduct, meet those standards of 
professional competence.
• To encourage broadcast engineers to continue their professional development.

Jim Hermanson, CPBE, CBNT 
SBE Chapter 24 Certification/Education Chair

The Association of Broadcast and Multimedia Technical Professionals
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