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Next Meeting

 Tuesday,
 December 5

SBE HOLIDAY    
   CELEBRATION DINNER

Join us for this month’s meeting 
when we celebrate the Holidays 

and toast the New Year
in a relaxing atmosphere

at Maple Tree Supper Club
in McFarland. We’ll gather

in the bar area before
heading to the dining area.

You can sign-up for the dinner 
on the Chapter 24 web site:

www.sbe24.org
Follow the link

to the December Holiday Party
sign-up sheet.

Happy Hour 6:00 – 7:00 PM

Dutch Treat Dinner at 7:00PM

Maple Tree Supper Club
6010 US-51, 

McFarland, WI

Visitors and guests are welcome at all 
SBE meetings and events!

SBE Adds 
MemberPlus Benefit 
October 30, 2017

 The Board of Directors of the 
Society of Broadcast Engineers, 
the association for broadcast and 
multimedia technology professionals, 
during its National Meeting held in 
Denver Oct. 25-26, adopted a new 
member benefit that will be available 
beginning January 1, 2018, called SBE 
MemberPlus.
 Since 
the society's 
beginning, 
SBE 
membership, 
with relatively 
low dues, 
has provided 
access to SBE 
publications, 
social media 
outlets, job listings, compensation 
survey results and access to a life 
insurance program at no additional 
cost. An SBE member’s dues has also 
provided member discounts for SBE 
certification, education programs and 
purchases at the SBE Bookstore. It also 
has given members the opportunity to 
participate in local chapters affiliated 
with the national SBE.
 SBE President Jim Leifer, CPBE, 
said, "The SBE MemberPlus option will 
provide more value for our members 
who choose to take advantage of this 
membership enhancement. We also 
believe it will help to attract new 
members to the SBE because of the 
extensive educational value it brings." 
 Beginning January 1, 2018, 
individuals can choose to join or renew 
as a Regular, Senior or Associate 
member (based on eligibility) at the 
traditional low-cost rate of $85, and 

purchase any SBE online education 
program a la carte. SBE MemberPlus 
has all the benefits of Regular SBE 
membership and includes access to 
all the live and archived Webinars by 
SBE in the SBE catalog plus any new 
webinars the SBE adds during the 
membership year, but at a higher cost 
($175). Currently, there are 61 webinars 
archived and available online, and the 
SBE will add one more before the end of 
2017.

 Free access to the 
extensive SBE webinar 
education resource is 
an enormous benefit. 
For less than the cost of 
two Webinars by SBE, 
the member who opts 
for SBE MemberPlus 
will have access to 
more than 62 online 
education programs that 
cover a wide range of 

technical broadcast and media topics. 
This includes the eight-part SBE RF101 
series, the five-part Fundamentals of IT 
Networking, and many more.
 Access to the SBE webinars through 
the SBE MemberPlus program is limited 
to the member-purchaser only. They 
are not permitted to distribute, sell, 
copy, share, project or otherwise make 
the webinars available to any other 
individual or group without express 
written permission by the SBE.

(from SBE National news)

http://www.sbe24.org
http://www.sbe24.org 
http://mapletreesupperclub.com/
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Chapter Contacts Meeting Minutes
from the November 2017 Business Meeting

 Chapter 24 of the Society of Broadcast Engineers held its monthly meeting on 
Wednesday, November 15, 2017 at WKOW-TV in Madison.  There were 13 members 
present, including 6 who were certified, and two guests.  
 The meeting was called to order at 7:02pm by Chapter Chair Rich Wood, and quick 
introductions were made around the conference room.  There were no changes to the 
brief October meeting minutes, so a motion was made and seconded for approval as 
listed in the November Newsletter.  
 Treasurer Roy Henn said the group bank account continued to hold a solid bank 
balance. Rich mentioned that the newsletter editor position is available for someone 
who wants to take it on, as Paul Stoffel is enjoying retirement.  Rich also stated the 
membership roster holds 35 members, and the chapter is looking for someone to take on 
the membership coordinator position.  
 Rich noted that Fred Sperry had forwarded a Sustaining Membership report listing 
Full Compass Systems and Joseph Electronics as companies that recent renewed their 
support of Chapter 24.  There are currently a total of 16 sustaining members.  Rich then 
reminded everyone that the next meeting would be December 5th for the Chapter holiday 
party to be held at the Maple Tree Supper Club in McFarland, and asked for an estimate 
of those present who planned to attend.  A signup page will be put on the Chapter web 
site to come up with a final count.   
 A Certification and Education report from Jim Hermanson indicated one recent 
recertification application was processed and one certification exam was proctored.  
Upcoming local certification exam dates will be February 2 – 12, with an applications 
deadline of December 31.  
 Frequency Coordinator Tom Smith had no recent activity to report.  A question was 
raised about impending plans for the 600MHz band as a result of the FCC spectrum 
auction.  Tom indicated T-Mobile is looking to displace LPTV and translators in their 
600MHz acquisitions, but didn’t have specific local details.  He said UW-Madison 
handles most coordination at Camp Randall for football, and most other frequency 
coordination happens under FCC Part 90 through commercial coordination services like 
Comsearch.  
 Leonard Charles gave a National report update.  A new SBE MemberPlus program 
will be available for $175, which includes membership and access to the entire SBE 
webinar archive and any new webinars produced.  The National SBE will hold a 
strategic planning conference on June 9 in Indianapolis, to discuss how the organization 
should adapt as the industry continues to change.  It wants to have participants from each 
local SBE chapter.
  There were no old business topics to discuss.  In new business, the audio and video 
files from the October Broadcasters Clinic presentations are now posted on the SBE24.
org web site (for those speakers who gave permission).  With the passing of Steve Paugh, 
program committee planning needs to be carried on.  Leonard Charles suggested that 
each station or group in the area could coordinate one program each; that along with the 
holiday party, Broadcasters Clinic, and NAB Wrap-up could almost fill the schedule for 
the upcoming year.  If you have a program idea or topic please bring it forward.  
 In professional announcements, WORT-FM in Madison is looking a Technology and 
Facilities Maintenance Director to support their broadcast, digital, physical plant, and IT 
requirements.  See the wortfm.org web site for more details.  
 The meeting was adjourned at 7:25pm.  Leonard Charles introduced Bryan Nelson 
from Alpha Video, who gave presentation on Broadcast IP Standards.  

Submitted by Mike Norton, Secretary



Some reports, according to Mike Terry of 
The SWLing Post, referred to a co-channel 
Romanian or Slovenian station. Terry said 
he believed the testing was done at a lower 
power level than the permitted 1 kW. 
 "Our initial engineering tests on 648 
have now finished," Radio Caroline an-
nounced on its website. Full tests and 
programmes will commence in due course 
and will be announced here. We are grate-
ful for the many reception reports sent. So 
many were received that it will take some 
time to assess them all." 
 The latter-day incarnation of the 
famous shipboard pirate radio station that 
beamed rock music to the UK in the 1960s 
and 1970s, has gone legal and obtained a 
license to operate permanently on 648 kHz 
at 1 kW ERP. That channel falls between 
the 10 kHz-spaced AM Standard Broad-
cast Band frequencies in the US. 
 "It's taken Radio Caroline 53 years to 
get an AM license, and it was perceived as 
a threat to the BBC for many years," Ra-
dio Caroline said on its website. "Ironical-
ly 648 kHz was best known for transmit-
ting the BBC World Service in English." 
BBC dropped that service in 2011.

(Excerpts from the American 
Radio Relay League's <arrl.org> 
web site)
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compiled by Tom Weeden, WJ9H

Amateur Radio News

Portable, Professional Audio
Sound Devices, LLC

E7556 State Rd. 23/33 
P.O. Box 576

Reedsburg, Wisconsin 53959
www.sounddevices.com
Phone:  (608) 524-0625

Fax:  (608) 524-0655

 ● The annual SKYWARN Recognition 
Day (SRD) was held this past Friday and 
Saturday, December 1-2.  SRD was 
developed jointly in 1999 by the National 
Weather Service and the American 
Radio Relay League to celebrate the 
contributions SKYWARN volunteers 
make to the NWS mission — the 
protection of life and property. Amateur 
Radio operators, which comprise a large 
percentage of SKYWARN volunteers, also 
provide vital communication between the 
NWS and emergency managers, if normal 
communications become inoperative.

Tom Kucharski, W9TJK, operates WX-
9MKX at the NWS office in Sullivan, 
WI, Friday evening.
(from @NWSMKX on Twitter) 

 During the SKYWARN special event, 
ham radio operators set up stations at Na-
tional Weather Service (NWS) offices and 
contacted other radio amateurs around the 
world. Participating Amateur Radio sta-
tions exchange a brief description of their 
current weather with as many NWS-based 
stations as possible on 80, 40, 20, 15, 10, 
6, and 2 meters plus 70 centimeters. Con-
tacts via repeaters are permitted.
 
 ● Medium-wave broadcast listeners 
(BCLers) recently reported a signal with 
continuous music and announcements on 
648 kHz — the frequency of the former 
pirate broadcaster and soon-to-be recon-
stituted Radio Caroline. BCLers from the 
UK, The Netherlands, Belgium, France, 
and Austria reported hearing the signal. 

WORT Seeks
Technical Director
 The Technology & Facilities 
Maintenance Director is responsible 
for supporting the technical and 
facilities needs of WORT FM, a non-
commercial community radio station 
located in Madison, Wisconsin.  The 
position requires accountability for 
the uninterrupted broadcast and digital 
operations of the station, as well as for 
our physical plant and IT.
 For more information, please 
review the position description. This 
is a full-time salaried position with 
benefits, located in Madison. Please 
visit https://www.wortfm.org/wort-is-
hiring-a-tech-director/.
 Laura Gutknecht is staying 
on as our Chief Operator; this is 
for someone to manage the daily 
operations.

http://arrl.org/
http://www.sounddevices.com
mailto:bstumpf%40rossvideo.com?subject=
https://www.wortfm.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/PD_Technology-and-Facilities-Maintenance-Director_approved-by-Board-05-17-17.pdf
https://www.wortfm.org/wort-is-hiring-a-tech-director/
https://www.wortfm.org/wort-is-hiring-a-tech-director/


SBE Chapter 24 Certification and Education News
Well done!
Congratulations to Victoria Kipp of Wisconsin Public Television, on being newly recertified as a Certified Broadcast Networking 
Technologist (CBNT)!

The Open 2017-2018 Exam Schedule

Exam Dates Location Application Deadline                 
(to SBE National Office)

February 2-12, 2018 Local Chapters (Madison Area) December 31, 2017
April 10, 2018 Exams during the NAB show March 2, 2018
June 1-11, 2018 Local Chapters (Madison Area) April 20, 2018
August 3-13, 2018 Local Chapters (Madison Area) June 5, 2018
November 2-12, 2018 Local Chapters (Madison Area) September 24, 2018

From The Signal, December 2017: Certification Update, By Rick Ryan, CPBE, Member, SBE Certification Committee…

One frequently asked question is “… What happens if I don’t pass?
A. You may retake the exam for a $30 fee as early as the next scheduled exam session. (Applicants are notified only of pass or failure 
of an exam. Scores are not provided to anyone.)…”

 For questions about applying for an exam, please contact Jim Hermanson at services@jimhermanson.com or Megan Clappe at 
mclappe@sbe.org. Also, see the SBE National Web site at www.sbe.org.

 When you are ready to take an SBE exam, please fill out the appropriate application and send it into the SBE National office (see 
address below). You will be notified once your application has been approved. Approximately 3 weeks before the exam time, your 
local certification chairman will receive a list of applicants in his/her area. He/she will then contact those applicants to schedule a 
date, time and place for the exams. The exams will be mailed back to the National office for grading. The pass/fail grades will then be 
mailed directly to the applicants.

 You may mail, email or fax your applications to: 

Megan E. Clappe, Certification Director 
9102 N. Meridian St. Suite 150
Indianapolis, IN 46260
317-846-9120 Fax
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7847 BIG SKY DRIVE

MADISON, WISCONSIN  53719

(608) 833-0047 • FAX (608) 833-5055

Thanks to Leonard Charles
 for maintaining the Chapter 24
web site and to Steve Paugh

 for mailing the meeting 
reminder postcards.

John C. Purvey
Regional Sales Engineer
Broadcast & AV Solutions 447 Hampshire Lane
   Crystal Lake, IL 60014
John.Purvey@Belden.com 

   DIRECT: 815.441.5298

WISC-TV
CBS

M
A

D
IS

O
N

mailto:services%40jimhermanson.com?subject=
mailto:mclappe%40sbe.org?subject=
http://fox47.com/
mailto:mbart%40hvs-inc.com?subject=
mailto:bryan.nelson%40alphavideo.com?subject=
http://www.channel3000.com/
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Recent Renewals:
Heartland Video Systems

WISC-TV 3

Thanks to all our
Sustaining Members:

Alpha Video

AVI Systems

Belden, Inc.

Clark Wire and Cable

Full Compass Systems

Joseph Electronics

The Mink Company

Resonant Results, Ltd.

Ross Video

Sound Devices, LLC

Token Creek Productions

WMTV-TV 15

WKOW-TV 27

WMSN-TV 47

CHAPTER 24
SUSTAINING 
MEMBERS

Shane Collins
Clark Wire & Cable Sales

Unit A
408 Washington Blvd

Mundelein, IL  60060-4401
(800) CABLE-IT  
(847) 949-9944

Fax: (847) 949-9595
e-mail: sales@clarkwire.com

www.clarkwire.com

The Association for Broadcast and 
Multimedia Technology Professionals

Society of Broadcast Engineers

5727 Tokay Boulevard
Madison, Wisconsin 53719

(608) 274-1234
Fax: (608) 274-9514

WMTV
MADISON

615 Forward Drive
Madison, WI 53711

608-274-1515
www.nbc15.com

 

Antenna System Specialist

TV
FM
AM

Troubleshooting
Sweep Testing
Infrared Testing

www.ResonantResults.com
Richard Wood (608)839-3950

5201 Femrite Drive
Madison, WI  53718
p 608.221.8888  f 608.221.9252
w avisystems.com

Tom Sibenaller
Project Development

e tom.sibenaller@avisystems.com
d 608.807.1860  c 608.386.2611

Newsletter Editor Needed
Will Train.

Current editing software is
Adobe InDesign CC 2018.

Contact Rich Wood
or Paul Stoffel.

http://www.sbe.org/sections/
cert_exam_prep.php

http://www.hvs-inc.com/
http://www.channel3000.com/index.html
http://www.alphavideo.com/
http://www.avisystems.com/
http://belden.com/
http://www.clarkwire.com/
http://www.fullcompass.com/
http://www.josephelectronics.com
https://www.theminkcorp.com/
http://www.resonantresults.com/
http://www.rossvideo.com/
http://www.sounddevices.com/
http://www.tokencreek.com/
http://www.nbc15.com/
http://www.wkow.com/
http://fox47.com/
http://sbe24.org/
http://sbe24.org/
http://sbe24.org/
http://www.sbe.org/sections/WebinarsbySBE.php
mailto:sales%40clarkwire.com?subject=
mailto:peckham%40fullcompass.com?subject=
mailto:chrisa%40josephelectronics.com?subject=
mailto:john%40tokencreek.com?subject=
http://www.sbe.org/sections/MentorProgram.php
http://www.wkow.com/
http://www.nbc15.com
mailto:rwoodsky%40frontier.com?subject=
mailto:tom.sibenaller%40avisystems.com?subject=
http://www.sbe.org/sections/cert_exam_prep.php
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